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Presenting… The Roman Legionary
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(Imperial Legionary impression, left; Late Republic Legionary, right

photos: Brooks School; Higgins Armory Museum)

Andy Volpe brings to you two programs on the Roman Legionary of ancient Rome:

ROMAN IMPERIAL LEGIONARY (pictured, above left)

This is Andy’s best known program, affectionately called “Roman Dude”. Andy covers the life of the Roman soldier during the Empire (ca. 60-70 AD/CE). Andy discusses the history of the Legionary, the development and use of their arms, armor and equipment. Andy also discusses combat tactics and techniques with audience participation.

Andy can also discuss the life of a soldier stationed in Alexandria, Egypt with Legio III Cyrenaica during the Jewish War of 65-70 AD/CE; or can focus on the Year of the Four Emperors ca. 69 AD/CE. This impression can alternatively cover the times of Augustus to Trajan (9 - 110 AD/CE).

ROMAN LEGIONARY OF THE LATE REPUBLIC (pictured, above right)

Andy gives a unique impression of a Legionary during the time of The Great Civil War between Julius Caesar and Gn. Pompeius Magnus (Pompey the Great) – covering ca. 50 – 40 BC/BCE.

The program can alternatively cover the ‘other’ Civil War between Octavian/Augustus and Marcus Antonius (covering ca. 30 - 20 BC/BCE).

This program also covers the life of the Legionary, arms, armor, training and fighting tactics, like the Imperial program.

For either programs, on request, Andy can also bring display items such as helmets to try on, replica Roman coins and camp gear / personal effects.

Andy is also an accomplished artist, and brings his knowledge and research into medieval drawing techniques with this program:[image: image3.jpg]



(photos: above, left N. Von Hone / Westboro Gallery; above, right K. Cullen / Metrowest Daily News; artwork images: A. Volpe; Vatican Library, center)

LATE MEDIEVAL / EARLY RENAISSANCE ARTIST

This unique program offers a survey of drawing techniques in use from the 1300’s into the 1600’s and discussing the life of the artist using anecdotes of artists of the period from period sources such as Cennino de’Andrea Cennini (1430’s) and Gorgio Vasari (1570’s). 

Drawing techniques in silverpoint, feather quill pen and brush are demonstrated. Printmaking methods such as engraving can also be discussed. Andy will also bring examples of his own artwork made with these techniques.

A PowerPoint presentation is in development. Andy is willing to work with you to develop a custom-made presentation to focus on specific artists, types of work, or to do a general survey.

About Andy:

Born and raised in Massachusetts, Andy has been giving public programs on the Roman Legionary since 2002 and has been giving school programs since 2004.  His presentation, affectionately called “Roman Dude” debuted at Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester, Massachusetts, and continues to be a major draw for hundreds of visitors to the museum annually. He is a member of several world-renowned Living History groups ranging from Romans to Medieval to American Civil War. 

He is also an artist, holding a Bachelor’s of Art in Fine Arts from Westfield State College. Westfield is where Andy learned about the Old Masters artists and their techniques, and now offers his own presentation showcasing some of the techniques in use from the 1300’s to the 1600’s.  His artwork has been seen in several art shows/exhibitions, local galleries and in private collections.

Please contact Andy for program pricing and availability.
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